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V.V. Tisov 

 

OCTOBER REVOLUTION IN THE PAPERS OF WESTERN MARXIST HISTORIANS 

 

The article contains a consistent conception about the October Revolution on the basis of the papers of western his-

torians of Marxism. The question about the necessity of the Revolution and its conditionality is formulated, then, the 

answer is given via the thesis of historical conditionality, based on the social state of the Russian Empire. On the basis 

of the papers of western historians, it could be said that Russia was not ready for a socialistic formation due to its weak 

industrial and social development. However, the only alternative to the destruction of the Russian sovereignty in its 

previous form was a socialistic formation, which is obligatory in the context of World revolution. The difficult social 

and economical situation could be explicitly explained with classical Marxism’s theses of socio-economic formations 

and the fail of World revolution. Moreover, in the article, further Soviet social development is explained via the view of 

Soviet bureaucracy as a social class, which tends to fight for their class interests. The formation of Soviet bureaucracy is 

determined by the conditions of the October Revolution. It allows Marxism to consider Soviet history as a continuing 

social classes’ struggle. The dynamic of Soviet bureaucracy and Stalinism could be seen as the main motivators for fru-

stration of the process of democratization of the Soviet state.  
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